
Welcome to the Year 10 
Information Evening

A version of this evening’s presentation 
will be available on the school website 

tomorrow:

Parents/Parents’ Information Evenings



Introduction – Andrew Nockton

Supporting your child – Jenna Butler

Careers Guidance / Relationships and Sex Education – Jonathan Pyatt

Teaching and Learning– Danny Hilditch

English – Alex Hodson

Mathematics – Debbie Morgan

Science – Chris Bond

Preparation for the future – Andrew Nockton

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh (optional) –Sam Clarke



Jenna Butler
Deputy Headteacher - Pastoral

Supporting your child







Safeguarding and Supporting Families 

Wellbeing and Mental Health



Attendance

•Our attendance procedures are to keep all our children safe

•Please phone or email school as early as possible if your child is 
going to be absent

•If there is a problem, please call us to arrange a meeting as soon 
as possible – don’t let it go on

•School cannot authorise term time holidays





Getting to school 

after 9.20am is 

classed as an 

ABSENCE



Jenna Butler Sep 2025

Be Well

Be Inclusive

Be Safe

Be Engaged

Be Ready



Be Ready

▪ I understand what it means to be a good citizen 

(responsible, respectful, active)

▪ I understand the importance of democracy, individual 

liberty, the rule of law and respect and tolerance 

▪ I understand what next steps are available to me after I 

leave school 

▪ I know how to get careers advice in school. 





Jonathan Pyatt
Head of PSHE & Careers Education

Careers Guidance
Relationships & Sex Education



Our Careers Education Programme 
  aims to encourage, inspire & support students

• To explore careers and post 16 
pathways.

• Understand where different 
education and training routes 
will take them

• Take ownership of their career 
plans.

• To aim high and be ambitious

• Make well informed decisions.

Year 11

Year 7

Year 9

Year 10

Year 8

Developing skills and aspirations

Financial decision making

Community and careers

Setting goalsEmployability skills

Work Experience

Next steps



www.unifrog.org

WHERE TO START

• Brought in across Years 8 to 11 in September 
2023. Enables students to have an easily 
accessible careers record.

• Brings consistency to careers programme as this 
is used currently by Pershore High School Sixth 
Form.

• Profile stays with student so can be transferred 
to other post-16 providers.

• Guidance can be given through the platform.

Parents can access the platform too by using 
a dummy student account! 

More details (including sign-up code) to 
follow in a letter home.



Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)

• New statutory guidance released July 2025
• For introduction from September 2026

Relationships and sex education (RSE) 
and health education - GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education


Ethics in Society (PSHE)

Year 10

• Drug Education & Exploring Influence

• Work Experience

• Healthy Relationships*

• Mental Health

• RS: Addressing Extremism and 
Radicalisation

• Financial Decision Making

Year 11

• The Media and Prevent

• Next Steps

• Communication in Relationships (e.g. 
consent)*

• Independence

• Families



Relationships Education – Core Themes at KS4

As part of ‘Health and 
wellbeing’ theme:

• Self-concept

• Mental health and emotional 
wellbeing

• Health-related decisions

• Drugs, alcohol and tobacco

• Managing risk and personal 
safety

• Sexual health and fertility

If you feel any of the topics 
might be difficult for your 

child

Please talk to us by 
contacting House Team or 

Tutor.

We will write home in a 
letter with more detail 

and an option for you to 
feedback, ask further 
questions, or request 

particular lesson plans 
using MS Forms.

As part of ‘Relationships’ 
theme:

• Positive relationships

• Relationship values

• Forming and maintaining 
respectful relationships

• Consent

• Contraception and 
parenthood

• Bullying, abuse and 
discrimination

• Social influences





‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

Teaching and Learning
Danny Hilditch – Deputy Head Teacher



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

• The feeling of achieving
• How best to revise
• Motivation / Attitude Discipline



June - Last day of school (mid exams)

August 2025 – results day



Go through the 

pain of 

determination

Feels so good 

when it pays off

Didn’t expect to 

do so well

Do what you can

Believe 

in 

yourself

Don’t put too 

much pressure on 

yourself

If you are 

prepared you will 

feel confident

Easier going in 

prepared than hoping 

you get what you want

It was worth it

I’ll take that, 

very much so

I’m so 

happy



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

How to revise
(practise)



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

Most things 
work…

What works best?



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

1. Organise the knowledge
2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test



Population

Global Atmospheric 
Circulation

Natural 
factors

Human 
factors

Extreme UK 
weather

Weather

WealthLocation Cyclones

Natural 
Hazards

Factors affecting 
risk

Tropical Storms

Hurricanes
Mitigation and 

Adaptation

Tectonic

Naturally occurring danger

Organise the knowledge



Natural HazardsDefinition

Factors affecting risk

Weather
Tectonic

Types

Earthquakes
Voclanoes

Global atmospheric circulation 
Tropical Storms

Cyclones
Hurricanes

Extreme UK weather
Population. Wealth. Location

Natural factors
Human factors

Management of climate 
change (mitigation and 

adaptation)

A naturally occurring danger 
with risk to people and 

property

Climate 
change



1. Organise the knowledge
2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test





1. Organise the knowledge
2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test



The life of a parent



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 





Top 30 students’ average Attitude to Learning Score

3.79

Middle 30 students’ average

2.93

Bottom 30 students’ average

1.94

Direct link – attitude to achievement !



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

How would one go about improving attitude 
grades, and therefore achievement ?

1. Turn up every day, ready to learn, with the right equipment
2. Arrive on time to lessons and get going quickly
3. Do not distract the teaching or the learning of others
4. Ask when you are not sure
5. Complete tasks at school and home to the best of your ability
6. Focus more on your school work than your phone



• Focus on attitude grades. They are reliable and DO predict 
outcomes based on where children ‘should’ get to

• Help to organise, think and test. 

• Buy some ‘flash cards’ and get your child going early

• Use the ‘flash card’ to test your child. Fluency !!

• Ask them to define what key words mean check 
understanding

• Then ask if they can explain more

• Low stakes tests – make high stakes tests feel much easier

• Encourage to try past papers and mark schemes – a lot. This 
allows application of the knowledge to real exam questions.

Some of the best ways to help.....





“Keep believing in yourself”

“Get where you want to get. 

You will feel so good after 

going through the pain of 

determination” 

“It feels much easier going in 

prepared rather than hoping”

“I will take that…

very much so”

“I am so happy”



English

Alex Hodson
Acting Head of English 



• Two separate qualifications: AQA Language and 
Literature taught by different teachers with an equal 
split

• Examinations for both occur in Year 11 - two papers for 
each subject (four in total)

• Homework and independent practice will be essential 
for success. Those who don’t do it won’t get above a 2 
for Attitude to Learning.

GCSE English



• Reading and writing given equal weighting

• Both fiction and literary non-fiction

• Unseen texts – focus on skills

• Taught through literary texts and extracts

• Knowledge hierarchies follow exam structure

• Regular reading is key! Homework will consist 
of terminology quizzes and reading activities 
set online.

• No one will get above a 2 for Attitude to 
Learning if they aren’t completing homework.

English Language



What will we study?

English Literature

Paper 2Paper 1



• Five strands of study for each text

• Knowledge hierarchies used for each unit 
and to support independent study

• Build on analytical writing skills taught in KS3 
– WHAT/HOW/WHY to full essays

• Regular revision of completed texts

• BBC Bitesize/Seneca /Educake. No one will be 
getting above a 2 for Attitude to learning if 
homework isn’t completed!

English Literature



Debbie Morgan
Head of Maths

Maths



•3 exams of 1 hour 30 minutes each

• Paper 1 is non-calculator (80 marks)

• Paper 2 is calculator (80 marks)

• Paper 3 is calculator (80 marks)

•The total mark out of 240 determines the overall grade

•Higher or Foundation tier (final tier decided in Year 11 Spring term)

•Questions on all three papers can cover any part of the curriculum

•Students must have a scientific calculator and bring it to every lesson (Casio 
calculators available for £9.85 on ParentPay – collect from Hub)

GCSE Maths



Year 10 Maths Curriculum & Assessment
•GCSE Maths is a continuation of KS3, with big overlaps

•Topics are re-visited to review and address gaps, then extended

•Sparx online homework task of around 40 minutes per week covering 
recent content with some recall of prior learning 

•End of Unit Quiz – self-assessed & discussed in the same lesson, 
useful for students to identify their weaknesses

•Formal graded assessments – one test per half term covering 2 units 
(revision lists are given)

•Formal graded end of year mock exam – two 90 minutes papers, 
covering content from Year 7 up to the end of Year 10



Personalised Learning Checklist and Learning Journey

Students get a PLC for every unit which 
includes:

•Learning journey – the list of units with 
current unit highlighted (this is also 
displayed in their classroom)

•Checklist of content in the unit, which 
doubles up as a revision list for any test

•Sparx codes to use in ‘Independent 
Learning’ when revising

•Section at the bottom to record notes such 
as key vocabulary, quiz scores or things to 
prioritise



• Complete lots of regular practice questions

• Don’t ignore weaknesses – work to improve them

• Complete Sparx homework in full every week

• Use Sparx Target and Boost for extra questions

• Revise – use Sparx Independent Learning with codes on 
the revision list to revise for tests, or use a revision book 
(will be on ParentPay)

• Ask teachers for help (there are weekly drop-in sessions & 
Sparx support)

• Have the right equipment in lessons and tests, including a 
scientific calculator

Keys to Success
Set 1 & Set 2

Set 3 & 4



Science
Chris Bond



Science GCSE

•All students are expected to study 
science as a GCSE at Pershore.

•Pershore students study AQA GCSE 
courses.

•All of the assessment objectives for 
science are underpinned by having 
secure knowledge of processes, key 
terminology and numeracy skills.



Science courses: Combined Science

• Most student take the Combined 
Science: Trilogy course.

• Students take 6 exam papers.

• And obtain 2 Linked GCSEs

• E.G 43, 44, 55, 65, 66.

• Combined Science has two options for 
exam papers, either higher or 
foundation tier.

• Combined science students have 11 
lessons a fortnight

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Combined Science:

Biology  paper 1

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Biology Paper 2

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Chemistry paper 1

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Chemistry Paper 2

70 75mins

Combined science: 

Physics Paper 1

70 75mins

Combined science: 

Physics Paper 2

70 75mins

Total 420



Science courses: 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Biology  Paper 1 100 105 mins

Biology Paper 2 100 105 mins

Total 200

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Chemistry Paper 1 100 105 mins

Chemistry Paper 2 100 105mins

Total 200

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Physics Paper 1 100 105 mins

Physics Paper 2 100 105 mins

Total 200

• A proportion of students take 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE

• These are individual subjects with 2 
exam papers each.

• Students will receive one for each 
subject area. Three in total.

• E.g 3, 4 , 5, 6, 7

• Sets of exam papers can be either 
higher or foundation tiers.

• Separate science students  have 16 
lessons a fortnight.



Tiers

• Students are given suggested tiers for their exam based upon 
evidence shown for their aptitude for science examinations.

• It should be clear that there is a very big difference in demand 
and challenge between high and foundation tiers.

• Higher papers start off with the most demanding questions on 
the foundation paper.

• If students get below a 43 on combined science or a 3 on a 
separate science paper, then they achieve a ‘U’ grade

• It often works out that sets 1 and 2 mostly sit higher papers. Sets 
3 and below generally sit foundation. However, this can vary, and 
there is mobility between groups



Science GCSE success

• Science is a very knowledge heavy subject therefore:

• A great attitude to learning

• Classroom mastery

• Completion of homework

• And good revision are essential for success

• Improving key term and process knowledge should be 
at the forefront of student's minds.



Supporting our students
• We have a spiral curriculum in science, where 

common threads in topic areas are returned to 
between years.

• We have customised Hierarchies that contain key 
useful information.

• Students will be using Sparx Science for homework 
to support recall, test and give feedback on key 
knowledge

• Science after school revision is provided for students 
starting Autumn 2.

• Flash revision before terminal examinations

• Small group Intervention work is provided within 
the department.

• CGP revision guides available for purchase.



Preparation for the future

Andrew Nockton
Head of School



Jacqui French
Work Experience Co-ordinator

Work Experience



Work Experience timings

•Y10 Work Experience Week: 

• Monday 9th – 13th February 2026 - BREDON

• Monday 23rd – 27th February 2026 - MALVERN

•Pupil Placement/Consent Forms – return to school by the:        

First week December 2025

•Confirmation of Placement  

• From January 2026 confirmation of placement to parents.

•Work Experience Debrief 

• March 2026



Work Experience 2025/26

What shall I do and where do I start looking:

•Think about what you would like to do as a placement for a 
week.

•Be realistic – Can you get to the placement?

•When you have found a company telephone them, send an 
email or write a letter asking for a placement.

•Remember lots of students will be looking for a placement, do 
not leave it until just before the week



Work experience database

• All Students will be emailed a log in for the Work 
Experience Database.

• Students can search for Companies and use contact 
details to find a placement.

• Once placement has been agreed the Approval Forms 
must be completed by Parents, Students and The 
Company.  

• Once completed the forms must be returned to School 
for Approval. 

• If you have already sourced a placement just complete 
the Approval Forms and return to School.



Paperwork

 
This form is designed to enable the student, employer, parents or carers and the school to share essential information to make 
sure the health, safety and welfare of the student has been considered and that all the partners approve of the placement 
taking place. 

Instructions for completion 
Step 1 Parents/carers fill in section 1 
Step 2 Employer fills in sections 2-4 and returns the form to the student, parent/carer. 
Step 3 Parent/carer reads details provided by the employer and signs the consent in section 5 
Step 4 Student reads details provided by the employer and signs the consent in section 6 and returns the form to school 
Step 5 The school completes the approval and consent, section 7. 

Pershore High School 
Work Experience Placement Approval & Consent Form 

2016-2017 



Any Questions or concerns ?
Pop into the Student 

Hub/Reception

to speak to Miss French

•All forms will be emailed to 
students and parents and can be 
downloaded from the  School 
website 



Pershore Sixth Form

•All students in Y10 will have the opportunity in the summer term to be a Sixth 
Form student for the day.  Alternatively, they may have the opportunity to 
experience college provision where appropriate.

•During this day students;

•May dress in in non-uniform

•Will have use of the Sixth Form Centre

•May use the Sixth Form Café

•Will be able to try out a range of Sixth Form subjects



Why we believe this is important

•To help motivate students moving into Y11

•To assist students in beginning to think about options post-16.

•To make the experience of post-16 applications less daunting.

•To focus study.

•To meet the Sixth Form Staff.

•To ensure that students choose the right courses.





Thank you for attending

Parents wishing to receive further information 
about the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

please remain in the meeting





What is the DofE?

The DofE is a life-changing

adventure for young

people aged 14-24

It helps young people

develop skills for their

future life and work



Introducing the DofE





Volunteering section

Helping others and

making a difference

to the causes they 

care about



Physical section

Improving their health

and fitness and having

fun along the way!



Skills section

Developing existing

skills or discovering

new things to love



Expedition

Spending time in the great

outdoors and creating 

lifelong memories





Your role

Guidance

Encouragement

Practical support

Recognising achievement



Key Dates

• Deadline to apply for joining – 11th October

• Training day – March 10th morning 

                           - 12th March - afternoon

• Practice walk – 10th or 11th April

• Route planning – 5th June

• Qualifying expedition – 16th and 17th July



The Welcome Pack and eDofE



Getting started

The DofE is a charity.  

Visit DofE.org for more information.

DofE Office at the front of IT4 

– every lunch time 

Are you ready  

to support your

child/young person  

to start an adventure  

they’ll never forget?

To get started speak to Mrs 

Clarke (DofE Manager)


	Slide 1: Welcome to the Year 10 Information Evening
	Slide 2: Introduction – Andrew Nockton Supporting your child – Jenna Butler Careers Guidance / Relationships and Sex Education – Jonathan Pyatt Teaching and Learning– Danny Hilditch English – Alex Hodson Mathematics – Debbie Morgan Science – Chris Bond Pr
	Slide 3: Supporting your child
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Attendance
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Careers Guidance Relationships & Sex Education
	Slide 14: Our Careers Education Programme       aims to encourage, inspire & support students
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)
	Slide 17: Ethics in Society (PSHE)
	Slide 18: Relationships Education – Core Themes at KS4
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Teaching and Learning
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Most things work…
	Slide 26: 1. Organise the knowledge 2. Think about meaning 3. Retrieve / Test
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: How would one go about improving attitude grades, and therefore achievement ?
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: English  Alex Hodson Acting Head of English 
	Slide 41: GCSE English
	Slide 42: English Language
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45: Maths
	Slide 46: GCSE Maths
	Slide 47: Year 10 Maths Curriculum & Assessment
	Slide 48: Personalised Learning Checklist and Learning Journey
	Slide 49: Keys to Success
	Slide 50: Science
	Slide 51: Science GCSE
	Slide 52: Science courses: Combined Science
	Slide 53: Science courses:  Biology, Chemistry, Physics
	Slide 54: Tiers
	Slide 55: Science GCSE success
	Slide 56: Supporting our students
	Slide 57: Preparation for the future
	Slide 58: Work Experience
	Slide 59: Work Experience timings
	Slide 60:  Work Experience 2025/26
	Slide 61: Work experience database
	Slide 62: Paperwork
	Slide 63
	Slide 64: Pershore Sixth Form
	Slide 65: Why we believe this is important
	Slide 66
	Slide 67: Thank you for attending
	Slide 68
	Slide 69: What is the DofE?
	Slide 70: Introducing the DofE
	Slide 71
	Slide 72: Volunteering section
	Slide 73: Physical section
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77: Your role
	Slide 78: Key Dates
	Slide 79: The Welcome Pack and eDofE
	Slide 80: Getting started

