
Welcome to the Year 11 
Information Evening

A version of this evening’s presentation will 
be available on the school website tomorrow:

Parents/Parents’ Information Evenings



Introduction – Andrew Nockton

From then to now – 6th Form Head Team

Exam preparation and revision – Danny Hilditch
English – Alex Hodson
Maths – Debbie Morgan
Science – Chris Bond

Post 16 Planning – Andrew Nockton



Year 11 Journey

December – mock 

exams. Time to show 

what you can do!

March - Second set of 

mocks, grades and 

Learning Conversation

Have you improved your 

ATL grade?

May – The exams! They 

are here! 

SUMMER

NOW

January – Year 11 

results issue and 

parents evening

Results!

What success 

will you be 

celebrating?

End of topic tests 

track your progress

First set of data – 

what is your ATL?





‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

Ellis and Millika – Head students

Aimee and Jack – Deputy Head students

From then to now….
Pershore High School 6th Form – Head team



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

238 days
Danny Hilditch – Deputy Head Teacher



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

• The feeling of achieving

• Advice from students who succeeded

• How best to revise

• Motivation / Attitude Discipline



June - Last day of school (mid exams)

August 2025 – results day



Go through the 

pain of 

determination

Feels so good 

when it pays off

Didn’t expect to 

do so well

Do what you can

Believe 

in 

yourself

Don’t put too 

much pressure on 

yourself

If you are 

prepared you will 

feel confident

Easier going in 

prepared than hoping 

you get what you want

It was worth it

I’ll take that, 

very much so

I’m so 

happy



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

“I don’t know how to revise”



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

Most things 
work…

What works best?



DO DON’T
• Focus in lessons (breaking news !)

• Test yourself – educake, sparx, seneca

• Past papers / lots of practice questions

• Try different methods to see what works

• Little by little, work throughout the year

• Specification and ‘command’ words (what 

is the question asking?)

• Work on speedy location of knowledge

• Flash Cards

• Organise your knowledge

• Start early

• Invest effort

• Enjoy the feeling of success !!

• Be demanding of yourself

• Begin with the end in mind

• Just read over ‘stuff’

• Get overwhelmed with workload
• Waste time making it pretty
• Leave it too late

• Regret a lack of effort later

• Get eaten by the procrastination 

monster

• Avoid thinking hard

• Fear the failure



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

1. Organise the knowledge
2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test



M E M O R Y  I S  T H E  
R E S I D U E  O F  T H O U G H T

“Memory is not a product of what you 
want to remember but what you try to 

remember - if you think about it 
carefully, you'll probably have to think 
about it again so it should be stored.”

Dan Willingham 



1. Organise the knowledge
2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test



1. Organise the knowledge

2. Think about meaning

3. Retrieve / Test



Population
Global Atmospheric 

Circulation

Natural 
factors

Human 
factors

Extreme UK 
weather

Weather

WealthLocation Cyclones

Natural 
Hazards

Factors affecting 
risk

Tropical Storms

Hurricanes
Mitigation 

and 
Adaptation

Tectonic

Naturally occurring 
danger

Organise the knowledge



Natural HazardsDefinition

Factors affecting risk

Weather
Tectonic

Types

Earthquakes
Volcanoes

Global atmospheric circulation 
Tropical Storms

Cyclones
Hurricanes

Extreme UK weather
Population. Wealth. Location

Natural factors
Human factors

Management of climate 
change (mitigation and 

adaptation)

A naturally occurring 
danger with risk to people 

and property

Climate 
change





‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 



67%

33%



Top 30 students’ average Attitude to Learning Score

3.79

Middle 30 students’ average

2.93
Bottom 30 students’ average

1.94

Direct link – attitude to achievement !



‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

“I don’t need my GCSEs”

“They don’t define you”





‘We help each other to work hard and be kind’ 

How would one go about improving attitude 
grades, and therefore achievement ?

1. Turn up every day, ready to learn, with the right equipment
2. Arrive on time to lessons and get going quickly
3. Ask when you are not sure
4. Know that Lesson time is learning time and nothing else
5. Focus more on your school work than your phone
6. DO NOT WAIT – Start Now !





The life of a Year 11 parent



• Keep a keen eye on attitude grades. They are reliable and DO 
predict outcomes based on where children ‘should’ get to

• Help to organise, think and test.

• Buy some ‘flash cards’ and get your child going early

• Use the ‘flash card’ to test your child. Fluency !!

• Ask them to define what key words mean check 
understanding

• Then ask if they can explain more

• Low stakes tests – make high stakes tests feel much easier

• Encourage to try past papers and mark schemes – a lot. This 
allows application of the knowledge to real exam questions.

Some of the best ways to help....



S
L

E
E

P

Deep cleanse (8hrs sleep)

Blue light (2hrs delay)

Cerebrospinal fluid







December

2025





“Keep believing in yourself”

“Get where you want to get. 

You will feel so good after 

going through the pain of 

determination” 

“It feels much easier going in 

prepared rather than hoping”

“I will take that…

very much so”

“I am so happy”



English

Alex Hodson
Acting Head of English 



• Two separate qualifications: AQA Language and 
Literature taught by different teachers with an 
equal split

• Examinations for both occur in Year 11 - two papers 
for each subject (four in total)

• Homework and independent practice will be 
essential for success. Those who don’t do it won’t 
get above a 2 for Attitude to Learning.

GCSE English



• Reading and writing given equal weighting

• Both fiction and literary non-fiction

• Unseen texts – focus on skills

• Taught through literary texts and extracts

• Knowledge hierarchies follow exam 
structure

• Regular reading is key! Homework will 
consist of terminology quizzes and reading 
activities set online.

• No one will get above a 2 for Attitude to 
Learning if they aren’t completing 
homework.

English Language



What will we study?
English Literature

Paper 2Paper 1



• Five strands of study for each text

• Knowledge hierarchies used for each unit 
and to support independent study

• Build on analytical writing skills taught 
in KS3 – WHAT/HOW/WHY to full essays

• Regular revision of completed texts

• BBC Bitesize/Seneca /Educake. No one 
will be getting above a 2 for Attitude to 
learning if homework isn’t completed!

English Literature



Debbie Morgan
Head of Maths

Maths



• Questions on all three papers can cover any part of the curriculum

• Students need to revise all content, for all three exams – start now

• Two thirds of the GCSE tests calculator skills

• Students need to be confident and efficient at using their calculator

• Bring it to every Maths lesson and learn how to use it properly

 (Casio calculators available for £9.85 on ParentPay – collect from Hub)

GCSE Maths exams
Paper 1 (14th May)
(non-calculator)

Paper 2 (3rd Jun)
(calculator)

Paper 3 (10th Jun)
(calculator)

Overall

80 marks 80 marks 80 marks 240 marks

1 hr 30 min 1 hr 30 min 1 hr 30 min 4 hr 30 min



Year 11 Maths Curriculum
• Set 1 will sit the Higher tier 

• Set 2 are studying for Higher but those aiming for Grade 4 or 5 may sit 
Foundation (this is discussed after the December mock exams)

• Set 3, 4 and 5 are studying the Foundation tier

Y10 Set 1

Higher
Y10 Set 2&3 

Crossover

Y10 Set 4/5 

Foundation

Y11 Set 1

Higher
Y11 Set 2

Crossover 

Higher

Y11 Set 3

Crossover

Foundation

Y11 Set 4/5

Foundation



Higher and Foundation tier
Topic Area Foundation Tier Higher Tier

Number 25%  (60 marks) 15%  (36 marks)

Ratio 25%  (60 marks) 20%  (48 marks)

Algebra 20%  (48 marks) 30%  (72 marks)

Geometry 15%  (36 marks) 20%  (48 marks)

Statistics & Probability 15%  (36 marks) 15%  (36 marks)

Assessment Objective Foundation Tier Higher Tier
AO1: Use and apply standard 

techniques 50%  (120 marks) 40%  (96 marks)

AO2: Reason, interpret and 
communicate mathematically 25%  (60 marks) 30%  (72 marks)

AO3: Solve problems in 
mathematics and other contexts 25%  (60 marks) 30%  (72 marks)

Higher has less 
number and more 
algebra and 
geometry

Big difference 
between Higher 
and Foundation. 

Higher has more 
of the harder AO2 
& AO3 questions.

Students aiming 
for Grade 5 need 
careful thought 
about which tier 
is best for them



Grade Boundaries – targets to aim for …
Higher Tier

Grade %
Average per 
paper (80)

9 92% 74

8 82% 66

7 70% 56

6 55% 44

5 42% 34

4 28% 23

Foundation Tier
Grade %

Average per 
paper (80)

5 80% 64

4 70% 56

3 52% 42

2 35% 28

1 18% 15



Exam Preparation & Revision
• Lesson on exam technique & revision – every Friday Week 2 (1 hour)
• Written homework on past exam questions every Week 1
• Sparx homework consolidating classwork every Week 2
• Students need to do lots of questions, regularly & address weaknesses
• Maths support – Tuesday lunchtime in M7 (open to all years)
• Year 11 revision support – Tuesday after school in M3
• Homework support – Wednesday lunchtimes in B1 (open to all years)
• Thursday 25th September – 50 mark mini-mock in lessons
• Full mock exams in December & March



Personalised Learning Checklist and Learning Journey

• At the start of every unit, students get 
a PLC to stick in their book

• List of units, and which one they are 
currently studying (Learning Journey)

• Checklist of content in the unit
• Sparx codes to use in ‘Independent 

Learning’ when revising
• Section at the bottom to record quiz 

scores and any notes on things to 
prioritise

• They have the full set from Year 10
• Use them to help organise revision 



• Sparx (videos and practice questions)

• Revision book (via ParentPay)

• Written homework

• Past papers and mark schemes on AQA website 

• Maths support – Tuesday lunchtime in M7

• Year 11 revision – Tuesday after school in M3

• Homework support – Wednesday lunchtime in B1

• Teachers always happy to help outside lessons

Resources & Support
Set 1 & Set 2

Set 3 & 4



Science
Chris Bond



Science GCSE

•Pershore students study AQA GCSE 
courses.

•All of the assessment objectives for 
science are underpinned by having 
secure knowledge of processes, key 
terminology and numeracy skills.



Science courses: Combined Science

• Most student take the Combined 
Science: Trilogy course.

• Students take 6 exam papers.

• And obtain 2 Linked GCSEs

• E.G 43, 44, 55, 65, 66.

• Combined Science has two options 
for exam papers, either higher or 
foundation tier.

• Combined science students have 11 
lessons a fortnight

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Combined Science:

Biology  paper 1

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Biology Paper 2

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Chemistry paper 1

70 75mins

Combined Science: 

Chemistry Paper 2

70 75mins

Combined science: 

Physics Paper 1

70 75mins

Combined science: 

Physics Paper 2

70 75mins

Total 420



Science courses: 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Biology  Paper 1 100 105 mins

Biology Paper 2 100 105 mins

Total 200

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Chemistry Paper 1 100 105 mins

Chemistry Paper 2 100 105mins

Total 200

GCSE paper name Marks Duration

Physics Paper 1 100 105 mins

Physics Paper 2 100 105 mins

Total 200

• A proportion of students take 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
GCSE

• These are individual subjects with 2 
exam papers each.

• Students will receive one for each 
subject area. Three in total.

• E.g 3, 4 , 5, 6, 7
• Sets of exam papers can be either 

higher or foundation tiers.
• Separate science students  have 16 

lessons a fortnight.



Tiers

• Students are given suggested tiers for their exam based 
upon evidence shown for their aptitude for science 
examinations.

• It should be clear that there is a very big difference in 
demand and challenge between high and foundation tiers.

• Higher papers start off with the most demanding 
questions on the foundation paper.

• If students get below a 43 on combined science or a 3 on a 
separate science paper, then they achieve a ‘U’ grade

• It often works out that sets 1 and 2 mostly sit higher 
papers. Sets 3 and below generally sit foundation. However, 
this can vary, and there is mobility between groups



Mock assessments
• In December, the mock assessments will be a hybrid form of 

assessment, which uses material from paper 1 and paper 2 
for the sciences.

• In March, students will have completed the large majority 
or of their science course, so students generally sit a full 
paper 2.

• This means that students will have: 

• Sat  paper 1 assessments.

• A hybrid between paper 1 and paper 2 assessments

• And paper 2 assessments.

• The tiering of students enters its final phase around 
February. I will be having conversations with students 
around this period.



Science GCSE success

•Science is a very knowledge heavy subject therefore:

•A great attitude to learning.

•Classroom mastery

•Clear responses to classroom feedback

•Completion of homework

•And good revision are essential for success

• Improving key term and process knowledge should be 
at the forefront of student's minds.



Supporting our students
• We have a spiral curriculum in science, where 

common threads in topic areas are returned to 
between years.

• We have customised Hierarchies that contain key 
useful information.

• Students will be using Sparx Science for homework 
to support recall, test and give feedback on key 
knowledge

• Science after school revision is provided for students 
starting Autumn 2.

• Flash revision before terminal examinations

• Small group Intervention work is provided within 
the department.

• CGP revision guides available for purchase.



Preparation for the future

Andrew Nockton
Head of School



Year 11 Assessment Cycle
End of November 2025

Progress Check (Attitude & Current grades) plus Tutor 
Comments

4th to 18th December 2025

Year 11 Mock Exams (in Exam Hall)

13th January 2026

Year 11 Parents’ Evening & Mock Results issue

10th to 14th March 2026

Core Subject Mock Exams (in class)

Early April 2026

Final Progress Check (Attitude & Current grades) 
issued



YEAR 11 - Preparing for post 16 decisions  
September to October timeline

Refresh your UNIFROG profile – find out more about jobs that interest you. What qualifications will 
you need to complete?

Look at 6th form and college websites for open events – book your place to attend.

Find out what grades you will need to achieve in your GCSEs to complete the courses/subjects 
you want to continue onto.

Attend your careers meeting for personalised guidance.

Drop into the careers office opposite H9 at lunchtime Mon-Weds to book an appointment or if you 
have any questions about your options.

Mrs Booton-Gwynne – Head of Careers IAG



Pershore High School 6th Form  

• Thursday 20th November 2025

Hartpury College – book your place

College open morning booking form

• Saturday 20th September 2025  

• Saturday 11th October 2025

• Saturday 15th November 2025

• Saturday 13th December 2025 

Heart of Worcestershire College – book your place

Open Events | Heart of Worcestershire College (howcollege.ac.uk)

• Wednesday 8th October 2025     5pm-8pm

HWGTA (apprenticeship provider)  - register your place

Open Events, Apprenticeship Opportunities In Worcester & 

Hereford | HWGTA

Worcester

• Tuesday 21st October 2025   4pm-6.30pm

• Tuesday 17th February 2026  4pm-6.30pm

Hereford

• Thursday 23rd October 2025 4pm -6.30pm

• Thursday 19th February 2026 4pm-6.30pm

Kidderminster College – book your place

• Monday 6th October 2025  5.30pm-7.30pm

Kidderminster College October Open Event Tickets, Mon 6 Oct 2025 at 

17:30 | Eventbrite

• Monday 10th November 2025  5.30pm-7.30pm

Kidderminster College November Open Event Tickets, Mon 10 Nov 2025 at 

17:30 | Eventbrite

Stratford upon Avon College  - book your place

• Saturday 15th November 2025     10am – 2pm

School Leaver Open Event | Stratford-upon-Avon College

WCG Pershore College – book your place

 Open Days at WCG Colleges by WCG | Eventbrite

• Saturday 4th October 2025   10am-2pm

• Saturday 29th November 2025  10am-2pm

• Saturday 24th January 2026  10am-2pm

College & 6th Form open events

https://www.hartpury.ac.uk/college/open-days/college-open-morning-booking-form/
https://www.howcollege.ac.uk/about/open-events/
https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
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https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
https://www.hwgta.org/appenticeships/open-events/
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-october-open-event-tickets-1570106353369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-november-open-event-tickets-1570102060529?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kidderminster-college-november-open-event-tickets-1570102060529?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://www.stratford.ac.uk/events/school-leaver-open-event-202411/
https://www.stratford.ac.uk/events/school-leaver-open-event-202411/
https://www.stratford.ac.uk/events/school-leaver-open-event-202411/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/open-days-at-wcg-colleges-2506519


Post 16 decisions

Guidance meetings

 - explore options





Thank you for attending
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