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Pershore High School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025/26

	Date this summary was published
	08/2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	08/2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Megan Bilsland

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Severn Arts

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	


[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	In the year 2025/26 we will be continuing with out opportunities in year 7 to learn whole class ukulele which throughout year 7, year 8 and year 9 this will expand to students forming their own bands with opportunities to play the guitar, percussion, ukulele, keyboard and singing. Students in all year groups will have frequent opportunities to sing as part of a whole class ensemble through the drop everything and sing programme that will be rolled out throughout year 7 & 8 this year. 

At GCSE students learn the Eduqas exam board which is then implemented with 5 hours per fortnight which is broken down into a composition lesson, performance lesson and then 3 theory lessons. This is however flexible to ensure that the first term can focus much heavier on the key terms needed. 

At A level students learn the Eduqas exam board which is implemented with 9 hours of tuition per fortnight this is broken down into an ensemble performance lesson, a harmony and counterpoint lesson, key terms and listening lesson along with 6 hours of lessons a fortnight on the key set areas that are studied. The students then have a 10th period lesson in which every fortnight they will complete an independent learning activity most often revising the work of the previous 2 weeks. This may be through listening questions, essay questions or filling in knowledge organisers.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Within school students have the opportunity to learn strings, brass and singing through severn arts and therefore have the hire facilities that the organisation offer. We also offer private tuition for drums, piano and woodwind and these private tutors offer instrument hire. Students at the moment are only able to access pupil premium funding if they take GCSE music and this is for 1 lesson a fortnight. However, severn arts offer subsidised instrument hire lower down the school for pupil premium. In the upcoming 2025/6 year we will also be encouraging the option of shared lesson to help reduce the financial burden. For the 2025/6 year music staff have also been authorised to begin teaching instrumental lessons to help encourage early development of instruments and to help support those who may not be able to access the mentioned above provision. This year she will be focusing on strings, flutes and piano but this may be readdressed in further years.
As a faculty we already run a very successful carol service and school production which gives vocalists a strong ability to sing as part of a choir and as a soloist. The school production also enables students to join the pit band. 
In the 2024/5 academic year we began to run a year 7/8 string ensemble which was run in a similar way to the first access to music programmes, which was very successful and led to them performing in both the carol service and the summer production. This year we will continue with the strings and run a similar programme for flutes. In the 2025/6 year we will also start to run a school of rock (open to all years) which will enable them to develop the skills they have begun to learn through our curriculum music along with additional skills they may have gained from private instrumental lessons or practice. These opportunities along with the school production and carol service are run entirely in house at no expense to parents.
The school music rooms and two practice rooms are available for students to use within the school day for independent practice or their own ensembles when they are not being used for instrumental lessons or extra-curricular. Due to our limited space priority is given to those studying GCSE/A level music. A booking service will be trailed in the upcoming academic year to try and get more extensive use of them.
Within severn arts students have the opportunity to join a vast array of county wide music ensembles along with have additional lessons outside of the school day. 



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Performance opportunities
Throughout the upcoming academic year we are planning the following
· Year 7 & 8 choir, main choir, string ensemble, soloists performance in the carol service
Choir performance at the pensioners Christmas coffee morning
Choir & potentially other ensembles performance at the Christmas fair
School production students (available to all year groups both individual roles, chorus and pit band) performance of Beauty and the Beast
· GCSE, A level students and school of rock performance evening
· All music department ensembles performance at the summer showcase
· Soloists performance at the schools celebration evening
GCSE/A level students will also be given the opportunity through the academic year to visit our trust primary schools in order to assist in running workshops.
Choir tour to Disneyland paris
Audience opportunities
Students will have the opportunity to watch music from all other ensembles within the school year. Students will also have the additional opportunities
A GCSE & A level concert trip 
· Discussion on careers in music given by water bear open to GCSE/A level students
A KS3 concert trip
· More opportunities will also be offered throughout the year by the music hub



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	In subsequent years we will begin to look at opening up our instrumental ensemble provisions to include a wider range of instruments which reflect the instruments/technology we offer students in school.
As a school we will continue to develop the give it a go sessions in order to enable students to try and instrument before the financial and commitment implications before embarking on instrumental lessons.
The music department will also work over the next few years instilling a culture which ensures that students have a way of booking in practice room/classroom usage to encourage students to have the opportunity to continue the independent student ensembles developed through our curriculum lessons.
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